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HIA REF: 345

Witness Na HIA 345

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

HIA 345

HIA 345 .
will say as follows:-

Personal Details

1. 1'was born _in-, County Tyrone. | am not sure who

cared for me during the first two years of my life. It is possible that | was

cared for during this period by my mother or | may have been placed in the
baby home at Nazareth House, Derry. My mother was a twenty one year old

single mother when | was born.

2. The register from the Sisters of Nazareth shows that | was placed in Nazareth
House, Belfast on 9 October 1946 when | was two years old and | stayed
there until 6 May 1953. The Observation Book of the home notes that my
admission was recommended by the Sisters of Nazareth, Nazareth House,
Derry and by my moth_ . | made my First Confession on
18 May 1951, my First Communion on 19 May 1951 and | had left the home

before it was time for my Confirmation. The admissions register also notes

my date of birth as_ but my correct date of birth is noted

above.
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Nazareth House, Belfast (9 October 1946 -6 Nay 1953)

3. | remember a few things about my time in Nazareth House. | recall having
nightmares and | used to sleepwalk. | was scared by pictures of the Sacred
Heart that had flickering lights below. The nuns told me that | was possessed
by the devil. ALceo Boay Pt mRES
> WITER
4. Some of the girls in the home were punished by the nuns for wetting the bhed.
This did not happen to me but | often saw the other girls being punished by

having to put their wet bedsheets over their heads.

5. | recall having my hair washed in water and Jeyes Fluid. | think it was used to
prevent nits but it was really strong and burned your neck red. | also recall
having to show my underwear to the nuns which | always found a humiliating

thing for them to ask me to do.

6. | remember feeling hungry during my time at Nazareth House and stealing

apples from the kitchen. | also recall feeling cold a lot of the time in the home.

7. We were told that we were going to a land full of oranges and sunshine so we
wanted to go at the time although we really had no idea where we were going.
| recall the wind whistling through the orphanage and there was no form of

heating so the thought of a warm country was appealing at the time. Sister
SR 112 : 555 ; ; ;
-S|gned my form authorising my migration to Australia.

8. | was one of five girls in the home who were transported on the SS Otranto to
Australia. | shared a cabin with these five girls. We did not travel with nuns,
we travelled with two Catholic lay women who were in charge of us on board
the ship. | recall they showed us a hairbrush and told us that one side was for

your hair and the other side was for beating you if you did not behave.
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9. There were boys on the ship also but we did not mix together. | recall our
route went via the Suez Canal.

10.1 really enjoyed the journey on the ship. We left England on 8 May 1953 and
arrived in Fremantle on 4 June 1953. We dropped off some passengers at
Fremantle and then proceeded on to Melbourne. | think all the boys got off at
Fremantle. We were given baskets as gifts. We had toys and dolls and they
took photographs of us on arrival at Nazareth House as we were the first

migrant children to be housed by the Sisters of Nazareth in their new wing at

East Camberwell. The others were calle_-
HIA 339 HIA 303

I - IS - - ! e to show our

toys and dolls to the photographer but these items and our baskets were
taken from us by the nuns. The Advocate which is a Catholic paper was

doing an article regarding our arrival so these toys were just for show.

Nazareth House, Melbourne (June 1953 — In/around 1960)

11.The Sisters of Nazareth had opened the home specifically for child migrants.
Prior to that it had been a home for the elderly but was used then by the nuns
for child migrants only. There were about fifty children in the home and we
were the first group of children to arrive in the home. | recall English children
came after our arrival but | am not sure if any other Northern Irish children
were admitted to the home after the arrival of our group. We were a novelty
at first and the old men and women that the nuns looked after wanted to hear

our accents.

12. The intention under the “White Australia” policy was to bring more children out
but | think when the numbers at the school reached about fifty or so then

England stopped sending anyone else out and put an end to further migration.

13.1f someone misbehaved in the home and no-one owned up to it then we
would all be punished by the nuns. They would beat us with anything
including a cricket set which was a Christmas gift but we never played cricket.
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| was hit a lot around my ears by the nuns in Melbourne and | attribute my

current hearing problems to those early punishments by the nuns.

14.0ne of the nuns based in Nazareth House in Belfas came out

to work in Melbourne after | had been transferred there. She took over from
and everyone dreaded her as she was
extremely strict. had also been very cruel. | recall she would beat
you in the dormitory. Once she beat me with her leather belt which had a
chain on it. She would go around the beds, lift up your nightdress and whack
you repeatedly. One day she burnt her hand on a presser in the laundry
which | felt was justice for how cruel she was to us. replaced
her but she was also a bully, a lot of the nuns were in their own way. Sister
was very cruel and beat me with a stick with soap on the end.
When | could not stand anymore and was on my knees she kept beating me.
She died a few years ago when she was in her eighties. All the nuns at the

home in Melbourne were quite young nuns.

15.1 recall taking my period when | was eleven and some of the nuns spoke to
me at the time but did not tell me what was happening to my body at that age.
They implied initially that | had been with a boy but | was only eleven at the
time. Then they accused us of being with girls trying to get us to write down
the name of girls we had been with or we would get beaten. They were
accusing us of being leshians when in reality we were totally naive and
innocent.

16.1 went to a secondary school at- which was also run by a different

Order of nuns. | travelled to school by train.

17.We went out to stay with families during holiday periods but we were mostly
used to help them with work around the house. Mostly they used us as slave
labour. The nuns expected us to become cleaners or domestic assistants. |
wanted to achieve more than that so | insisted on doing an exam to get into

the | | --ssd my typing exams and

went to work for three years in an army barracks in Melbourne. | was under
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the guardianship of the nuns or the Child Welfare Department until | reached
twenty one years of age. | heard nothing from anyone in authority over me
from the day | left the home. | ended up in a hostel and then found rooms
myself where | could live but no-one ever checked on me or my progress. |
recall dancing down the street when | turned twenty one and being delighted

as | was no longer a ward of the state.
Life after care

18.1 became a single mother myself at twenty years old. | called my daughter

_and gave her up for adoption. She went to a good home and
her adoptive parents named h_We have subsequently

reunited. She traced me in the 1990's and we talked on the phone a lot and
then we met in Melbourne and we got on really well. After | gave her up for
adoption | went to live in || | I for two years when | was twenty two
years old and | did various jobs. It was a good two years. | worked as a
teleprinter for || | . | went off the rails a bit. | had a son called

-and a daughter name-, | was married to their fathev-for

ten years but we divorced. He is now deceasec_was nine years old at
the time and he stayed with his father and | too_ to live with me.

19.1 sought the assistance of the Child Migrants Trust in the 1990’s to trace my
mother but | have not been successful to date. | only found out recently that
she moved to_ in England but | have not been able to locate her
and she would be about ninety years old now and may well be deceased.

20.1 was very promiscuous in my life as | was looking for love and didn't know
what love was at the time. | used to hit my children which | now regret.
always said | was selfish and cold but in reality | was protecting myself as |
was afraid to get close to anyone. | found it hard to trust people or to believe

that they had my best interests at heart.

21.1 would admit that | struggle to trust people and | hecome angry quickly and

may be defensive but | now have contact with all three of my children and my
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grandchildren so | have managed to maintain these family ties over the years
despite my upbringing.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

HIA 345

Dated_ 15 - (4 -~ &
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.1, M. 8.

Group Nomination No.. ...

Commonwealth of Mustealia #Recs

DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION, AUSTRALIA HOCRE, Lé)’\TD OBy »

L_,-'

Child Migration.

Qections & and ( of this form ars to be completed by the approved voluntary organisation in
the United Kingdom. Section B to be completed by the parent ox guardian of the child.

SECTION A.

(In black capital:, sutname nrevy

2. Full Postal Address... T ONALARETH.. HOUSE oo
o L BELEAST.

3. Age. Qo . Daie and Year of Birth. - . Place of Birth.. - :

4, Sex Por e o Weight keb. 8. Ks .. Church Denomination. A B

5. F urr"lﬁirlanial?ll'?lr?fﬂlsdnniduf:}:ﬁk:; gﬁ)\‘{u}}arent guardmn or next of kin . Reasend. . Mﬁﬁn

g. Ts there any record of mental chsease i1t 516 GBI B i PO o i st s s

7. Has he o> she at any time been subjest to fits T s TR

g Educational standard Abda A

Signed .. (%pfwé Ww,dw/ |
W tﬁlﬂakcﬂ '/:?ftw# Afw é&‘tma% .r,

For and on behalf 9
7 J (Name of ﬂpommg I}r;ulntk n /ﬂuf /:"d/f{d(,’r-

Date S F 83 )

SLCTION B.
PARENT’'S OR GUARDIAN'S CONSENT (FATHER IF LIVING)

; L. WMW J..

(lusert full wang, nmnu'.on ARG amueu)

Of o . Mageitl... st Aoaffaski.....

the {me-bjm‘,r _

| guardian |
hereby consent to my child/ward proceeding to Aunstralia under the Commoniwealbh Child
Migraticn Scheme.

Dated this. ... .28 Ko ... i day of g'.ﬁ.!&mzﬂ...lq.ﬁﬁ.. B

qlg)na,tuw

¥ Witness... [ it Qua‘.ii’ic&tionu...f.ﬂm.. &Wﬂ/&f e
Address .. M(ij :ﬁ*ﬂ-&uﬁ&i ’P /K‘!M

*The witness to the parent's or guardisn's sonsont must be one of the following :

A Mayor, Magistrate, Provost or Justice of the Peace.
A Bar dq:,ﬁr, A:ivc,r':atc, Solisitor or Notary Public,

Lol
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SECTION G.

In the event of the child named in this application leaving Australia, before the completion
of 2 yearsy residence ( nlﬂss he/s 18 1epntnated for medical reason mbhm twelve montba of

arrival).” '% s "‘44* ..... ....J'@ 28y "M’ N 4 .1:5)

of sponsormg ox gam"at on) agree to zepa t‘ae ﬁnanma] assistance granted in respect of an assisted

'\

passage.
/f d’w . P L L LOETL R LA R e

(Eepm-mhtivo of Orgwlntlnn {n the United Kingdcm)

‘)’ 98

Signed ...

Date..

On completion, this form (in duplicate) should be ferwarded with a cortified copy of the
child’s birth cectificate Lo i--
Tue Cmupr MigraTiON OFFICER,
AusTrantA HOUSE, '
STRAND,
Loxpon, W.C.2.

e

Tv_."_.,__,_______; B

U ” n s e et g
igration
2

. &ﬂu /9“ interviewing Officor l'

A+ (53, o

| Depart.- LS T

! froond Acosted Passses W
2 'O rassage WAL d&w.ﬁ‘# l[’
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Declaration by licant." . SIRR— i .
NAME o | ="
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Tor all g.ersuus sixieen years ofl.lge and over, and those under sixteen not o7
acvompanled by parunta, S W

COM 4ONWFALTH ‘QF ;MJSTRAL!A

DEPARTMENT OF. IMMIGRATION, AUSTRALIA - HOUSF

LONDON CWLC « AUZT Rl BOVEE
2 E‘t]”'éﬁ' :".'-‘-'...Jq-'i‘;_;"‘;;}

MEDICAL EXAMlNATgON ) '
]

Al wing in Blech Cagatals 7

ADDRESS ... VAZAR ETHo /Z]'a.u..n g /RM.FA i /*/ W7o - .

1. Have vov ever had any sericus acaa.mﬂ/ﬂhm or =u1a¢al operation 7 If so, please furnish details

2. Have you or has any member of your family ever sufiered from or I:;u buspe,md of Tubzreuloss 7

-

o nﬂ""-.» B VU TR L B U

3. Have you ever had Ennresis or any sign of chs,;sef 1}30. ezmn Urinary Organs ? e s

4, Have you or has any member of yous § family t)h ffe:e;"[/cm mental disease or epilepay or been

treated in an \nst\tmon of-aiy ‘cmd for' th yfé"’l)lteasen ¢

5. What medical Attentich bave you required during the Jast twelve months ?

1 l;crcbyféltify thet tne information supplied by me to the Medical Examiner iy correct in every

partisnlar —-
signature of applicant which must be made )
in the presence of the Medical Rc{etee )

A

Results of Medical Examination.

i

AGE. .. e’?;i‘zr anm?"-,?’!..z SWRIGHT J’nﬂ .'zl /fiu SR
PL
R, " F. Genito Ul‘mdfj Organ LT R
e [ e f P }‘\ | .
- Ureme... o adloasstcns.. 88 LEEY .
EERs———— { withon. glasses | Ak ykﬁ:‘"’fy‘"4flh 64:;-"
= s g

Criidee i G S\ght {, watn gl.\,.,e-i it ¥ satu) BE &t LE
' it (Snellen’s Type)

4 fHeart

Blsod Pressnra .

8. Lungs

iPartriu

Cayse of defect in sight..

ly Tubtveylysist

N-Ray report ..o d. Hear g,

Physique.. é/,ﬂw M:W'{.“-?lf

; 5 I
£, a. Mervous Dysterm
h, Mental Condition.. .00 ;
K. 1f pregnant, periad of pregnancvi. ... ..
D, Iatelligence .o il

L. Teeth.. 45’«‘;;{:"% .f&.,;@ém—ﬁmm.n R
EPREMARKS Jmindr panticulaw of any du'pau.ure from normal conditinns not fully set out innabove

%ﬂ g,_,3 L </’$.}. f»’/)mw&f Akl f»'{-.,' L‘:’f “{{

¥, Dihgestive Orga

. PR E—— e R RS RO E S

in sases whera the Medical Examiner is umb‘e to describe the applicant as being in perfect health,
e thonld state under * REMARKS ™ the exact nature of the defect which he finds and whether it is of
{erapotary or pannanent nature. The presence of Padiculi should be noted,

Any disablement receivad on Active Service or orherwise should also be notad and
commentes o, ;md if 2 Penston is received the amount of it should be staved.
e

s aras

1 certify that 1 have s day examined the above-named snd am of opwion that the applicant is/
ss.not in pood health and of sound constitution, and ds/ie not sufiering from any mental or budily deizc
which would causge inabuity 16 eamn a living 28-Gu... £ Af;-*rt “:):‘k‘lr")-*’.. e






