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HIA REF: 346

Witness Nam HIA 346

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1992 TO 1995

WITNESS STATEMENT HIA 346

IS i 52 the following:-

Personal details

1. |was born _ in Belfast. My mother was calle AR

and she came fro_ in County Leitrim. When she was fourteen

years old a marriage was arranged for her however she did not want to go

through with it and she Ie_ and moved to Belfast. My mother

was twenty when | was born and she was unmarried. My mother told me that

my father was call_ and was in the British Army

stationed in Belfast. He ended the relationship when my mother became

pregnant. | believe she worked in a house as a nanny after | was born. When
she was working she left me in the care of a person who mistreated me. She
sought the advice of the local Church of Ireland Minister and he advised that |
should be placed in Manor House in Lisburn until she was in a better position to

look after me,

Manor House, Lisburn (1946-1950)

2. | was placed in Manor House when | was about four years old. It was run by the
Church of Ireland. | stayed there until | was eight years old. My mother visited

me regularly in the home. She used to bring me chocolate and | looked forward
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to her visits.
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3. Manor house was mixed with boys and girls of all ages. We stayed in rooms
which had about four or five to each room. | was beaten a couple of times by
staff. | cannot recall their names. On one occasion | was carrying a brick and |
dropped it on my toe by accident. A male member of staff hit me around the
head for carrying the brick. | later found out that the brick was attached to a
rope that was tied to me stopping me from running away. | was also tied to my
bed at night. We were beaten as a form of punishment — | think it was the
staff’s way of disciplining us. After being beaten we were put into cold water
baths, | am assuming this was to prevent bruising. If | ever played up the staff

threatened that my mother would not come to visit me.

4, | attended Lisburn Public Elementary School which was down the road from the
home. We went to church every Sunday as the home was run hy the Church of
Ireland. In the home | felt like an ordinary child as | didn't know anything

different

5. My mother married a man calle_on- 1949. She told me

years later that after she married she told -about me and they came to
Manor House to take me home but she was told that | was adopted by a wealthy
family in Dublin. 1 obtained my school records in 2000, the records show that |
was taken out of school for a period of about one month. | believe that this was
when my Mother- and his children went to the home to collect me. My

mother did not have any more children, although she became step-mother to

_ two children and the family continued to live in Belfast, until
- retirement when they moved t_in England.

6. |cannot remember what we were told about going to Australia. | do recall older
boys in Manor House saying | would come back black because of the sun. |

didn’t want to go as soon as | heard this. | do not recall being asked by anyone if
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| wanted to go to Australia.
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7. | sailed to Australia in December 1950 on the MV Cheshire which was a former
troop ship. Eight boys in total left from Manor House. | was the youngest. Two
boys came from Coleraine to Manor House to make the journey with us. We left
on a boat from Belfast and arrived at Liverpool. There were twenty-nine boys in
total that went on the ship — eight from Ireland and twenty-one from Scotland
and England. All eight boys from Ireland had to share clothes from a small
suitcase and we were not allowed to wear shoes on the ship. A Minister called
Boag was on the ship with us. | was starving for the first three or four days on
the ship as no-one told me where we were to eat as we were not allowed in the
dining room of the ship, we had to eat in a separate area, so | missed out on
meals. We were allowed to run around the ship with little supervision. | think

we had lessons on board.

8. My certificate of migration was signed by the Matron of Manor Hous
on 20™ July 1950. My medical examination certificate is dated 14"
September 1950 however | do not recall having a medical exam. My date of

birth recorded on the migration certificate was incorrect. This also | believe
when | started being calle Jiluiatdlinstead of my first nam LN

Dhurringile Rural Training Farm (15/12/1950 — 1956)

9. When we arrived in Melbourne on 15" December 1950 we were taken on a bus
to Dhurringile which is about 100 miles from Melbourne. It was in the middle of
nowhere and was used as a prison camp during the war. It was dormant for a
number of years and then bought by the Presbyterian Church. It only opened in
1950 and we were the first boys that stayed in it. Boys kept coming and going
and | think there may have been around one hundred boys through the home.

Dhurringile was run by the Presbyterian Church of Tatura and we were
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sponsored by them for a supposedly better life in Australia.
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10. Upon arriving the older boys were put straight to work on the farm while the
younger ones, which included myself, went to Murchison State School which
was in Victoria. After school we came back to the home and did cleaning and
domestic chores such as washing pots and pans and helping in the kitchen. We
also had to carry buckets of sand to clear the land for the tennis courts which

was being built.

11. We were always getting sunburned as we were given no protection against the
sun. The windows had no fly screens on the windows and at night we were
eaten by mosquitoes. There were no visits from the Welfare Department
however a doctor did come occasionally to give us a check up. When | was
about twelve years old a boy was too ill to get his tonsils removed and | was sent

instead even though | had no problems with my tonsils.

12. Every evening we were required to complete an activity, some of which included
basket weaving, band practice, religious instructions and home work. We were
also told to write letters home to Ireland. | asked who | was supposed to write

to as | was an orphan. The staff told me to write to Manor House.

13. The staff were strong on discipline and | was given a few whacks b
who worked in the home. He didn’t have any patience with children. Some of
the staff organised fight nights and matched older boys against younger boys as

a form of punishment. The younger boys inevitably got beaten up.

1 was the Superintendant in charge of the home. He was my

guardian until | turned twenty one. Years later he was prosecuted for sexual

offences against boys in the home. He passed away during the trial. | was not
sexually abused in Dhurringile. | recall on occasions thwould

take photographs of us while we were in the showers.
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15. | was told that | was not allowed to attend school beyond

fourteen and | was told | had to leave Dhurringile. In 1956 | was sent out to
lodgings with no money or clothes. | got an apprenticeship as a motor mechanic
and | attended Shepparton Technical School. | boarded with a Mr and Mrs-
in Murchison until Mr-passed away in 1958. | then moved around various
lodgings. | completed my apprenticeship as a motor mechanic. After | qualified,
| went to work at ||| G i 72ture, Victoria.
When | turned eighteen | received money from a savings account which was

organised by the Murchison State School.

Life after care

16. | met my wif-in 1960 and we married in 1966. With the help of
Minister Reverend Hadley, a local Minister, | got a copy of my birth certificate.

That is when | discovered that my name w HIA 346 By HIA 346

was dropped. Also, my date of birth had been changed from January to April.

After we were married we settled in_ We have two children -
an(- and one grandchild. | am very close to my children and we enjoy a

great relationship. | am very protective of my family. | loved going on trips with

my sor- on a motorbike and sharing things with my children that | never

had.

17. | didn’t do anything about finding out about my family for years. | thought that
they knew | was in Australia, they sent me out here so they could find me if they
wanted to. In 1999 | saw a documentary called “60 minutes” about Margaret
Humphreys and child migration. | decided to contact the Child Migrants Trust in
Melbourne and in 2000 they contacted me to say they had found my mother
living in England. The Child Migrants Trust arranged for me to travel to England
to meet her and they paid for this trip. My mother’s husband had passed away
in 1985 and she lived alone. She was in ill health and needed a wheelchair. It

was the worst day of my life when | met her. | was a stranger to her. Her house
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was filthy, she was in ill health and | couldn’t believe the way she was left to live
without proper care. There was no hot water in the house, due the hot water
system breaking down. The fridge was full of rotten food and the house hadn’t
been cleaned in years. | think she felt a lot of guilt when she saw me. She
showed me diaries she kept which had entries markedbirthday' every year.
She never told anyone of my existence except her mother who had long since

passed away.

18. My mother hadn’t been out of the house in years. My wife and | assisted her
during our visit by cleaning, organising repairs to her house, arranging medical
care and additional home help. We took her to the supermarket and on other
outings and we built up a rapport. | contact a local MP called Bob Blizzard for
assistance to get more care for my mother. In 2003 we visited again and this
time we stayed with her. After a fall in 2005 my mother was placed in a nursing
home by my stepbrothe- who didn’t allow me to have any contact with
my mother. And it was only after contacting the Child Migrants Trust and them
engaging solicitors on my behalf that | was able to re-establish contact with my

mother.

19. My mother didn’t want me to visit Ireland and my relations as no-one knew
about me. However, | wanted to find out where | came from. | found out that |

had an extended family in Ireland and | visited them in 2000.and 2003 also 2007

My UncI-Aun- and cousins welcomed me with open arms. Sadly

-has passed away but | am in regular contact with my cousins, particularly

my cousin- and his wif-who live in_ | visited my

mother again in 2007 while she was in a nursing home.

20. In 2000 | visited Manor House and got in contact with IVI- who was the
gardener at the home. He told me he thought that the home received £30 for

each child they send to Australia. | don’t believe any other children from Ireland
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went to Dhurringile other the group that | travelled with.
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21. In February 2010, | went to London and attended the apology given by the then
Prime Minister Gordon Brown. My mother passed away in January 2010 just
before | came over. My stepbrother did not allow me to attend the funeral or

tell me where her ashes were scattered.

22. My health has suffered in recent years. | had a hip replacement in 2011. The
surgeon told me that the deterioration on the right side must have been due to
something that happened in my childhood. As long as | can remember | have
always had a lean to one side, | cannot recall any specific incident as a child

which may have damaged my right side.

23. | am still in contact with some of the boys that were with me in Dhurringile and
we get together for reunions. We talk about the happy times that we had

together growing up and try to forget the times that were not so good.

24. People say ‘you are lucky that you are here’ and to some extent | am but, | feel
hurt at being taken away from my family and what | have missed out on, being
told that | was an orphan, my mother being told that | had been adopted out,
having my name and date of bhirth changed, so that she would have no way of
tracing me. | missed out on 50 years of special moments that only a family can
provide, | was taken away from my mother and family as a child and that loss

cannot be filled.

HIA 346 PRIVATE r
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Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts in this witness statement are true

Dated ‘93‘7//0//,)’_
A 7/

HIA 346 PRIVATE 8
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HIA enquiries concerninjiallagcLat
Min regard to Migrant schemes to Australia
HIA 341 B HIA 346

These were two of seven boys from Manor House Home (MHH) who went to Australia under a
Child Migrant scheme of the Presbyterian Church - see MLH.H. minute book 1945-56 (MHH.

MB 45-56), p. 180 - (Appendix A)
The other five boys wej AU 79 AU 80 AU 81 'AU 82
INORSYA- sce M.H.H. MB 1960-63, p. 108. - (Appendix B) S

Summary: The Presbyterian church approached MHH in 1950 to ask for boys to go to Australia
under their migrant scheme. The MHH committee meeting on16th June 1950 decided 1o obtain
further information on this scheme, asking the Matron to find out more and to refer it to the
Superintendent of Irish Church Missions (ICM).

A minute of the MHH committee for 2 November 1950 (MHH MB 45-56, p. 195 — Appendix
C) tells the committee that 7 boys had been selected. MHH has no records of how the selection
was made, if parental consent was sought, and if any medical examination was carried out. The
minute simply states that the 7 boys would be fully cared for, educated, and given the best
possible start in life under this scheme. No money was received by MHH nor is there any record
in the minute books of any payment ever being received at any time then or in the future by MHH
or ICM.

A minute of the MHH Committee on May 10" 1951 (MHH MB 45-56, p. 210 — Appendix D)
records the receiving of a letter from the General Committee of [CM, London, expressing their
pleasure that friends in Australia were giving the 7 boys such a good chance and ‘wonderful
opportunity’. They said that a letter received from Australia about the 7 boys would be written up
in the ICM magazine, ‘The Banner of the Truth in Ireland’. This was a letter from [JENYEEH

(Superintendem of Social Services Melbourne) of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria,
Australia, writing about the 7 boys’ arrival and circumstances at the Dhurringle Rural Training
Farm {Appendix E)

A minute of the MHH Committee on the 16™ October 1961 (MHH MB 60-63, p. 76 — see
Appendix F) records a report received on 5 of the 6 boys from MHH who were still in the
Dhurringle Training Farm, Murchison, Victoria. This report, from a Mr. R. J. Read,
Superintendent of Dhurringle, came to the MHH committee through the ‘Belfast Welfare
Committee’. The minutes do not record the relationship of MHH or ICM to the Belfast Welfare
Committee. On receipt of this report, the MHH committee decided to write to the boys, now in
their late teens and early twenties giving them news of MHH.

A minute of the MHH Committee on the 28" May 1962 (MHH MB 60-63, p. 108 — Appendix B
above) records that the secretary read out to the MHH committee members a copy of the letter
they had sent to the boys and a copy of a letter, written Ha\SANANCRZLE Acting
Superintendent of Dhurringle Farm about the boys. Mr. Read’s letter said that the boys were
doing well and all blmhad substantial bank accounts.

A minute of the MHH Committee in October 1963 (MHH MB 60-63, p. 162 ~ Appendix G)
records thi wIVANCY/ N N 1. v ritten (his letter is not extant) to the MHH, saying he was
anxious to trace his parents. The MHH committee were told that “all possible enquiries had been
made but without success’. So, the committee agreed to reply and inform him accordingly.
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: Declargs
NAME |

Pull Neme in Block Capitals |

ADDRESS Me MQ-Q Howauc
1. H

5. What ‘medical attentlon have. 3 ou Iqu.‘LHEd d ',
T hereby certify that the mxormatlon ‘supplied by meto the Medlcal ]:xammer is- correct in’ every
patticular :— . :

Signature of applicant which must be made 1
in the presence of the \'Eechcal Referee -

Results of Medxcal anm.matmn' E:

% Gemto Urmarj Organs

Vl'_lrme A’J%ﬂ.—, /’VJ i
: 7

ZJ Men 11 Cﬁndltmn.

o o Intelhg,cnce.

L. Dl"e:twa Org:m-a L L 3 Teet ,‘ A hffme A 5
REMARKS (mclude pamculara ot any d?mre from._normal conditions not fullv set outin above)j--

A‘IA,., ) ‘_ﬂ/f z.%../a/
AN

" : In cases where the Medical: Em;guner s’ unable to! de':cnbe the: apphcant as bemo i perfect health
A né"should staté inder /“RE) IARK 2 tHeexact pature 5fthe! defect whichihe finds and whetlter_
tempt:-raw or permanent HALOTE- hc'grcsence of Pediculisk ™ br, notcd

) " Any d1sab!ement received on. Active Service.
and if a Peasion is received t.he ammmt of it snould be 31.’81‘.8(1

coh‘l mented on,

CHIEF MIGRATION O}"F.CER' AUSIRAL
{Form K.

PLEASE TURN :
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99 11:17 FAX BlJd HESO T¥LY RVITE

VEL Group N@ﬁman B0 oo

- Commonwealth of Hustralia
 DEPARTMENT,OF IMMIGRATION; AUSTRALIA HOUSE; LONDON,

" Child Migration. . .
| Sections A and C of this form axé to be co-rupleted by the approved voiuntary organisation in 1
the United Kingdom. . Section B to be completed by the parent-or guardian of the child. '

: 5N . SECTION A. : 8 )
1. Name in full .. H IA 346 I ) J

] (In hloek :Inplm]._-l,mmtrﬁﬁ'f—) 2 TR s 13 B . ) P}

2 Full Postal Addréss.. Baumai.  Howss. Houe . Dultiv. Ramd. biSboes o . 0 8
(In plock eapltnls) ﬂ

7. Has he or she at any time been subject to fits 7.0 b e T A s S

M s J'.Qf.-s.:‘;-r:_.-.. ‘JJ‘-:uC.‘MHQRGW H“C‘--—A T Hxﬁﬁouw,

 Tinbed This s T o h itz b st BB “_

o Co DR M N FRE LR

3. Age . #aq@.. Dateand Year of Birt]i-la;e of BirthBeafest N

& S B WEIHE oo i b

5. Furnish name and address of p
(T£ futher 2 Uving hls name mast be givén)

BT Th o H Sotinmt, S S i

arent, gr_'l_a_;dia.r'l : or, next of ldn

6. Ts there any record of mental disease in_tha_-child M) - WU S SRR IR

8. Rducational standard . Goweo. .. SciGur WHERRHES, N ARmmMEne 7
© Signed ... M H 1 ;
For and on beha@foj.ﬁsc}.mhm“.._.I:{Q-fémé......Hr_...'\u.c-.-r—;......HC%\-B-,: . e B i

(Nama of Sponsering Organlsation)

Dateac-ﬁr-wj GEE

SECTION B. |
PARENT'S OR GUARDIAN'S CONSENT (FATHER IF LIVING)

R
_;J:

(Tnsert A1 liama‘, otoupation and address) 0 ; .

{mL HIA 346 |

guardian | . . i .
hereby consent to my ghid/ward proceeding to Avstralis under the Commonwealth Child
Migration Scheme. B : ; , ' " L

Signature... : L e ey

‘1\ e o ) Ondlifcatio /A A
*The witness to the parent’s or guardisn’a consent mnst bejone of the followmg :—
A Mayor, Magistrate, Provoat or Justice of the Peace.
A Barrister, Advocate, Bolicitor or Notary Public.
A Minister of Religion. R A
A Registered Medical Practitioner. - —ry
An Officer on the active or half-pay or pension lists of any of (ﬁé Majeﬂtygs Nigbal, Military or Air Forces.
A person on the active or pension list of the permanent Cival Sérvice of the Crown, who is, or was at the date
of retirement, in receipt of a salsry of not less than £450 a year.
A Manager, Chief Cashier, ox Aocountant of & Bank. '
A Teacher at o school recognised by the Ministry of Education’ or the Scottish Education Department.
A Police Offcer not below the rank of Sergeant. !

*Witness..gq__
Address ..M.

Appreved .Assi_sted Passage. ... ..oooceieen o anns 1%

hief, Selection Cfiger f

[PLEASE TURN OVER

MRS RSt L
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Irish Church Missions (ICM) welcomes and supports the work of the HIA Inquiry and utterly condemns all and any kind
of child abuse. It is also the firm view of ICM that the Manor House Home (MHH), Lisburn , which closed in 1984
endeavoured to nurture and protect the children under its care over the fifty-five years of its existence. It is our
contention in relation to the applicants of the Australian module that this was indeed the case.

In regard to the claims of | EIEEZ, e find these impossible to reconcile against his previous claim in the
documents he submitted to the Inquiry. On page AUS 11049, he is quoted in the newspaper article: ““I have no
memory of my life before | was 10”, says jjii§, 56..." He left MHH for Australia when he was 9. This is consistent with
all the newspaper articles that |JFIENEZE has submitted to the HIA Inquiry. In all of them, he makes no mention
whatsoever of abuse in the MHH, let alone the kind of abuse he is now submitting to the Inquiry as having
experienced.

Furthermore, in the claims he is making about MHH, the only name he mentions in the alleged abuse is of an older
boy, who ‘might have been an altar boy at the church’. MHH was a Protestant home attached to a Church of Ireland
church, Christ Church, Lisburn, where there were no such things as ‘altar boys.” Such abuse could not therefore have
happened in the MHH. recent recollections are therefore not accurate.

In regard to | EGEEEZCEEE . the tenor of the claims are vague with no staff named in the ‘couple of
times’, he says he was beaten by staff. Certainly, corporeal punishment was administered in the 1940’s by institutions
and MHH was no exception. However, the MHH noted and took seriously any such punishment and indeed
investigated any claim of excessive punishment. In the minutes of the MHH committee of 9™ August 1946, the
alleged excessive physical punishment of two boys by the assistant- Matron was immediately investigated by the
Committee, who sent for the local doctor to examine the boys. The doctor’s report is quoted dismissing any claims of
excessive punishment; the assistant-Matron was brought before the MHH committee and questioned why she
administered physical punishment. Because of the Doctor’s report, her description of what had happened was
accepted. Furthermore, the committee was reminded of the policy of the ICM on the matter of physical punishment,
which was that ‘punishment with a cane was only to be given on the hands and that the open hand may be used on
the buttocks.” All this shows that any report of excessive punishment was taken seriously by the MHH committee and
that children then were not permitted to be subjected to the kind of harsh treatment alleged by JIFIEEEEY and §il§-

HIA 341 B

Not only that, children were free to question the administration of physical punishment. A minute of the MHH
committee meeting on 25" July 1947 shows that the Matron, NI, rerorted that she had to administer
punishment to one boy and that some of the boys questioned her on this. They went before the MHH committee
where the chairman explained to them that the Matron had their support! The fact that the MHH committee even
talked to the boys is indicative that they took the administration of physical punishment seriously and that children
certainly could complain to the highest level, contrary to the claims of the applicants.

In regard to the 7 boys from MHH sent on the Presbyterian Church scheme to Australia in 1950, the records of the
MHH (pp.11057-11071) clearly show that this was regarded as a great opportunity for them by the MHH and ICM.
Indeed, the correspondence surrounding the emigration of | EIEEEZ from Tyrone (pp. 11259-11264), indicates
that the Ministry of Home Affairs at Stormont also thought that this scheme of the Presbyterian church of Victoria
was in the best interests of the children and that the Presbyterian church was regarded as a responsible body.

The material submitted by | EIEEZI c'c2'ly shows that the proper procedures concerning the
certificates of migration and medical examinations were followed by MHH. Furthermore, MHH minutes (p.11064)
show that the MHH committee took the initiative to write to the boys and when one of them, |EIENEZI ater
wrote looking for information on his parents, the MHH committee enthusiastically endeavoured to help him
(p.11065), which is immediately apparent in their warm and sympathetic reply (p.11046).

In summary, the claims of the applicants do not show systemic abuse on the part of the MHH, firstly, because the
claims are contradictory to earlier claims made by one applicant, | EIEZEN. 2nd secondly, the records of the
MHH show that they consistently had the best interests of the children at heart in dealing with matters of discipline
and also in the matter of emigration.
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28" May 2014

Dear Mr Butler

The Historical Institutional Abuse Inquiry and Manor House Home, Lisburn
The Child Migrant Schemes

ANSWERS TO HIA QUERIES - 11" April 2014

a) Irish Church Missions (ICM) was not involved in the Australian Migrant Schemes except
for the one-off sending of 7 boys in 1950,

This was in response to a request from The Presbyterian Church in Australia and Ireland.
(Appendix A + C)

b) The Presbyterian officials explained about the Training Farm the boys were going to.
The initial request was followed by a few months of referral to the Superintendent and the
Trustees before the decision was given. The Trustees seemed satisfied that this was a good
opportunity for them. (See Appendix D)

c) There is no extant record of how the particular 7 boys in the one-off scheme of 1950 were
selected.

There is no extant record from the 1950 period as to whether the parents of the 7 boys
were contacted. -
There is no extant record of the 1950 period on the basis of their selection.

d) No record exists of this regarding the 1950 one-off event.
e) No record exists of this regarding the 1950 one-off event.

i) In the one-off event of 1950, the ICM did receive information about the 7 boys after their
arrival. (see Appendix E)

Registered Charity
No 1089081
Go3R3IRES
Telephone: (028) 98241640 Fax: (028) 9032 1697
Email: belfast@icm-online.ie
www.icm-online.ie
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No other record exists until 1961 when Manor House Home (MHH) received a letter
from The Belfast Welfare concerning the boys. (see Appendix F) However we have a record of
the MHH committee writing to the boys.

There is more correspondence in 1962. (see Appendix B)

7 There is no extant record concerning this in regard to the 7 boys of 1950.
k) No extant record on this.
)] No extant record on this.

m) We have no record about the Presbyterian Scheme and its relationship with the Northern
Ireland government.

n) Not known.
0) Not known.

I, Reverend Edmond Coulter, Superintendent of ICM have made a complete search of the
records in our custody and to the best of my knowledge, the enclosed response is the extent of
our information in the boys named. I have come across no other names of children involved in

an Australian migrant scheme with [CM.

Yours sincerely

L AN O

Revd Edmond Coulter
Superintendent Irish Church Missions
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HIA 341 who (a2all around 20 - 21 years cld) seemed
to be dolng very well. One boy had "got himself into a
spect of trouble" but was understood te be doing better now

and all except JANURSHEN - cicd to have substantial bank

balances,
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2 THE BANNER OF THE TRUTH IN IRELAND

Catholics (which is an important link leading to the Enquirers’
Classes) will go on. The vital Scriptural intruction and
general education for the children will be maintained by
I.C.M. teachers as formerly. Colportage work in the country
and the witness of the Society in Dublin will bring the message
of the Gospel to many needy hearts. j '

. That is the intention of the Committee, because it believes
it is the purpose of God. It is hoped also that it will be possible
to continue the Babies’ Nursery, which is contained in the
modern building erected in the grounds of Boley House, at
Monkstown, Co. Dublin. '

Tokens Already
These important decisions have been made after much con-
sideration and prayer. Far-reaching changes now follow
them. It has been a source of great encouragement to the
Comumittee to see already manifest tokens of God's blessing
outpoured upon the Society. We know that supporters will
rejoice with us that these evidences of the Lord’s favour have
already marked the difficult path we must tread in the present
Teorganization. v
\Ue_ mvite all friends to special waiting upon God, whose
promise is : ' i
*“ Call upon Me in the day of trouble :
I will deliver thee,
And thou shalt glorifv Me.”

- .. .—Psalm 50, v. 15.

MANOR HOUSE HOME, LISBURN

The following are some notes concerning our children’s
home in the North of Ireland. . ; ;

First of all we send our prayerful good wishes and con-
gratulations to Mrs. Weir (whom we have formerly
known as Miss Scott, the Matron of the Home). She was
married on January 13. As she is to live at Finaghy, only
f(t)].]t{ miles away she hopes to keep in touch with the children
ST1LL. =

At the beginning of the autumn Canon J. S, Taylor was
compelled through ill-health to resign the chairmanship of the
local Committee which he has guided so ably since the Home
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was opened in 1927, A successor to him has been found in the
person of Canon Henry O'Connor.

- Early in November seven of our boys sailed away to

Australia. They are going to a training school from which
there will be opportunities for them to enter secondary schools
and the universities. ~ Writing from Port Said, they were
evidently enjoying the trip. But they were missed very much
at the Manor House. _

News of the arrival of the seven boys in Australia has
reached us and we have been asked to include the letter which
has been received at the Manor House Home. It was written
urne on January 12 last, and comes from UEK

of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria. He
says : s

“ On behalf of our ‘ Dhurringile Rural Training Farm’
Committee, I have to thank you for:your co-operation and
help in arranging for the migrants from the Manor House
Home to come to Australia with our representative, the Rev.
A. Boag.

“ The boys arrived safely and are settling down to Aus-
tralian conditions. Arrangements are being made for their
Primary, Secondary or Technical education for 1951 according
to each boy’s inclination.

““ Great interest has been shown in the boys throughout
the whole district and there have been many offers of help
in the surrounding towns .and countryside that, when the boys
are ready to leave the Home, many good Iriends will offer
the lads a home and positions. Each boy will choose his own
job in life.

“ Meanwhile, with abundance of milk, butter, cream, fruit
and meat, etc., all the boys appear to be happy and putting
on weight." :

We know that our friends will remember to pray for these
lads as they begin life in a new land.

During last year an appeal was made over the wireless of
the B.B.C. for the Home in the Week's Good Cause. The
Rt. Hon. Sir J. Milne Barbour was the speaker.

In January Miss Bonynge, the new Matron, was wel-
comed ; and we shall pray that under her direction the work
of God amongst the children will go on.
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OTHER CORRESPONDENCE :

-’: ! PICTORIAI_ ‘
.. i

‘REPORT OF This report had been received per the Belfast Welfare
DHURRUNGILE Committee from Mr., R. J. Read, Superintendent of'"Dhurrungile
TRAINING FARM, Training Farm",. Mentioned in this report were five of the
MURCHISON , six boys who left the Manor House Home for Australia in
VICTORTA. December, 1950,

It was decided to send a circular letter to each ex-
M.H.H. boy, whose address it was possible to get giving
such news of the Home as might be thought interesting.

|
It was suggested that a similar circular letter be |
sent to any ex-M.H.H. children whose addresses could be i
found, w
3
l
|
|

OTHER BUSINESS:

TREASURER ' S
REPORT
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HV\341 The Secretary read a very interesting letter from
(ex-M.H.H. boyi this voung man giving an account of his work and
activities in Australia and that as he heped to become
engaged at Christmas he was anxiocus to trace his parents,

411 possible enquiries had been made but without
SUCCEessS., It was agreed to reply to [gI/ANCYNEMctter and
inform him accordingly.
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Le semed very happye. She was worri
Mr. _ AWl - . TR scermed worrie

being asked to collect ©

allowance on behall of his father. The Secretary was

asked (a to inform I“Ir._ that he was not allowed
to send
contact the local welfare Committee and ask their advice

about the

T S T
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to collect family allowance and (b) to

family.

BR USINESS ¢

P Y I iy ST




AUS-11068
T(—Q_‘\ \\ﬁ(: \5

8 P

Miss Bilcock on being admitted reported

I‘S REPORT there were 21 children in re51dCﬂcc, L orf

I3

= & e in good hea
AU 93 HIA 290 sl ir cas
and rould probably he going
to Australiia in due course (211 naa undergone wvariaous
medical examinations and tc“ts

B dOIlday-
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reported that since| alVKeE; HIA 290
Liz

S REPORT migrated to VWestern [ust
on the 13th instant, there were 18 children
residence, 5 of these under 5.
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Income & IExzpenses

552.69
TASHING MACHINES
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HmwomA%SMmg The Secretary reported that Mrs. the mother
-‘ Y ofm.andm had returned rom sSouthern
Rh and had husband to discuss the Possibilit
of a reunion. She and her husband had taken out the boys
but it was feared that the discussions might not prove

successful and it seemed likely that Mrs, ight
return to Rhodesia after all, This had been rather an
upset to the boys, espe01ally hose health had

formerly improved but scemed to have deteriorated awrain.

65.65
PURCHASE OF
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ACTING Vi 5 reported that except in the case of
MATRON'S ho was suffering from tomnsillitis and
REPORT hronic asthmatic) the health of the

children was good, similarly the staff,
had called once recently after neglect for a long
period.






