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THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1822 TO 1985
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1. | was employed by the Southern Health & Socla! Services Board as a trainee
soclal worker from 1876 until 1978 when | qualified. | then worked as a soclal
worker with a generic caseload in Portadown Social Services office from 1878 to
1982, during which time | worked with |IEENEERIN the epplicant in this case.
Subsequent posts included social work in Nottingham Community Mental
Handicap Team, generic social work in Lurgan and Brownlow Soclal Services
Offices, social work in the Fostering Team (1889 — 1985) and in the Sensory
Disability team (1895 untii my retirement in 2014).

2. Regarding this case, | have read the available documents (attached) relating to
I compiaints sbout his treatment in Nazareth Lodge, and have
noted that he says he told meononeoceasbnmmt him with a
stick. Unfortunately | have no recollection of him teliing me this. That is not to
say it did not happen, but that | do not remember it now.
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3. | also ses from
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NL 191

Sentor Social Womerin-

reportmatinwasmcontadedmabmnﬂegaﬂonandthatatﬂmtﬁme

| told her that he had never told me about being hit, and that | had not seen any
HIp M

signs of eitherliER rhisyoungarbmﬂmmebmpumshedlnappmpmteiy

when | was visiting them in Nazareth Lodge. | cannot now recall that conversation
« I

. | do remember that | visited Nazareth Lodge on nhumerous
occasions. They were already p. there when | took over the case in 1978. |
was also the social worker for their older brotherjRlEEEEwho was placed in a
Family Group Home [l and on a few occasions each year 1 brought all
three boys together. They were part of a family of thirteen children, of whom
eleven were in long term care, in various piaces, under various soclal workers,
with the resuit that some of the siblings did not even know each other. it was
recognised that splitting up siblings was not good practice, but the reality was that
sufficient piaces were not available in one establishment. We did bring the
younger six children together occasionally but most were not very enthusiastic
about the contact, as they did not reaily know each other and had not
remembered living in the same family.

. | recel] that JIESIEEII was the person | usually liaised with when visiting at
Nazareth Lodge. However, apart from her being middie-aged, | have very little
recollection of what she was like.

. My general impression is that I;ZS MW not very happy in Nazareth. |
cannot recall now exactly why | thought this, but it could have been because they
both wanted to be fostered by a family. | recall that they would often ask if | had

found a family yet.

. When | started working with them, nd already bsing
befriended by a family in who would take them out some
weekends. | think this arrangement was set up through their local parish priest,
but | am not certain about that. This family used to take one or both boys out, but
in the longer term they felt unable to manage more than one. | remember
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completing a fostering home study with them, with the resuit that they were
approved to foster hilst this was positive forjialiRadl! felt it was very
difficult for who remained in Nazareth Lodge. | understand fmm-
m;'mrtthatlater he did move to a foster famfly.

8. At that ime, there was no specialist Fostering Unit in the Southern Board. If a
child needed a fostar family, and none was available, the social worker would
place an advert In the newspaper, follow up any responses, complete 2 home
study and obtain approval from senior staff. This was in addition to the pressures
of a full caseload which inciuded not only children in the care of the Board, but
also child protection, learning disability, physical disability, mental health, oider
people, eddiction, monitoring of childminders, etc. This made finding time to
assess prospective fostercarers particularty difficuit.

9. Flnauy,lwouldliketoaddmetasmodalworkeratﬂ\atﬁme. | very much
regret if | falled in any way to ensure his safety and protection.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

NL 190

Signed_|

Dated 23 January 2015
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SOUTHERN HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES BOARD
PERSONAL SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT

R, MOORE
Director of Social Services CRAIGAVON & BANBRIDGE DISTRICT
R.D. POOLE THE HEALTH CENTRE
District Social Services Officer TAVANACH AVENUE
PORTADOWN
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At school, EEAEN- s not been a (reat achiever. rcadeically he is not very

bright, e lacks conceniratiou, md lthough he can road fairly waell he has
aiftignlty matting his thouphiis "n Taper. e has mat for 4 C.o. 's#e His bhehaviour

in school has been fairlv woas-onable on the winle, At a recent schonl concert he
was proud of his succous in playing the nart of the Tneredible hulke.
WIG:WQS school on 28th Tay, to his preat delight. it present he is doing

P ¥iee.r work experience. I[is previons experience includes 2 weeks in the lehabilitat-
ton Jorkshop last sumer, 2 weeks helping in a carage in Pecember 1961, “nd a part-
time job for his form-master for several monthg, ba. o ing corent. te:.zds to
set his siphts higher than his abilities - he tallzed of Being a mechanic and at
present is hoping to be a painter. According 1o tonchers, he would nol be capable
of dcing mch more than fairly routine work. It takes hin a comvaratively long
+time to learn si'ills. The local careers of:"icr—zr_ told nme there are
vacancies at present on two 14 week courses at the Covernment Training Centre =
the Young Person's 'ngineering Gourse i--glding:, sheet metal viork) and the Towng
Terson's General Construction !peratives Ucrrse, {scaffolding, concrete, building. )
Another possibility is the Corramity Jorkshop. I feel that initially Cecrge would
Lenefit from some sheltersd erployvient wntil he matures and gets used to a working

Tifes

Yeeds .

1. felp in bhecoming nore indgyendent, learning 0 manage 1mOnNey, to shop, cook
wash clothes etc.

2, To gain further understanding of his background and develop a positive gelf-
identitye.

3, Support in new sitnations {such as employnent) in oxder to incraase hig soelf-
confidence.

A, Tneovragsment to go out and mix socially.

5, 4 well-gupervis~d work situation.
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" . Name of Child D.O.B.

Date R.I.C

Status

——
FAMILY (continued)

Care Authority Present Whereabouts

— 23.2.86
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HIA 210
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. Tele., = Newry 4324

Craigavon & Banbridge Social Servicés Family Group Home,
The Health Centre, Tavanagh Ave., . —
Portadown. o :

Tele, No. = Portadown 34400
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Eastern Health and Social Services Board

North and West Belfast Community
Unit of Management

Milner Street
Belfast BT12 BFA
Tﬂephqne 2756 - comv e s o 1 e

CONFIDENTIAL
District Social Services Officer: . e
TRFOTOAERIROCSIN. Ly bepoe

27 June 1985 our ref: _. HC/DP r?“'p" o

. your ref: =00 | - _I o ‘ ‘
Mother Paul : : EE R AR AN =
Nazareth Lodge Children's Home LIV TS v
516 Ravenhill Road > L - o T
BELFAST BT6 oy Flgimon SF -

Wy Sany e B '
Dear Mother Paul

Further to our discussion on the 25.6.85. You will recall that I mentioned that both
I and IEEEEE cscnior social worker, I o< fice, had interviewed

EENENo” Friday 21.6.85. As you k_rm,was in Nazareth from approximately
1974 - 1981.

HIA 21 , ; . : .
has made a list of complaints about the treatment he received in Nazareth and,
in particular, has cited 2 jndividuals,_and The list of
complaints that mas raised are as follows -
0]

1 That on one occasion punched him in the nose, drawing blood.

2 On another occasion another boy in the unit at that time by the name of [IIENIEXEEE
- was struck by |G- <. as @ consequence, banged his head off a wash-
hand basin causing him severe swelling to his face and 2 black eyes.

3 On numerous occasions he says that he was physically punished by both |
and e latter he recalls using a bamboo cane, and the former, a
stick or mop handle. '

4 On numerous occasions he was locked in a store cupboard under the stairs. This
cupboard was normally used to store domestic equipment and he says he was made to
sit in it for lengthy periods of time.

5 On 2 or 3 occasions he says he was made to sleep in the bathroom as a punishment
over-night.

6 He says that on one occasion he comlained to his social worker, Mis NL 190
who was then emploved by the Southern Health and Social Services Board, that she
took this issue up with || SN 2c on leaving, put both him
and his youncer brother S intc a cold bath as a punishment for having spoken
to his social worker.

7 He says on numerous occasions he was deprived of food for periods up to one day, and
8 on one occasion he was served liver as his meal, disliking liver one of the other

children placed this in a waste-bin. When SR 62 came into the room she
discovered the liver, toock it out ¢f the waste-bin and made him eat it.

-

As vou will be aware we sugoested to yo>: that mas quite prepared to confront anyone
on these allegations and was strenuous in his 1nsistance that he was telling the truth.
He quoted a number of other children w'o were in the unit at that time whom he alleged

AP 44 /
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would collaborate his story. He recalled other members of staff, namely

and I «hon he spoke highly of and, indeed, he recognised in himselrf

a certain attachment to IS V- therefore believed that whilst there is
a possibilitv that there micht be some exaggeration, nevertheless John's allegation
must be taken seriously.

As you will know,m with whom T have consulted, has suggested that in the
company of yourselr 1 snhould speak tcli N - MRS, =boot their time

in the unit. I have toldEHEEER hat is currently in Middlesborough
and is not working with children and that the whereabouts of_ are unknown,
although we will try to ascertain this. At this stage it is not my intencion to
interview any of the other children cited by, although I presume this
remains a possibility.

Yours sincerely

PRINCIPAL SOCIAL WORKER

ce
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HIA

5 I interviewed JiPEIMElong with his foster parent. and

S.W. regarding t:ie recent allegations that about
lhe way he was treated while in Naczareth lodge. memories
of being locked in a cupboard fer 4 - 5 hours both a
member of staff called end emembers
that there was no ligi

poles as & means of punisnment.
with whom he was with in the Unit. According toffilNEMMllor one occasion
was pushed against a sink and banged his head. e haa 2 black eyes ash®
of tnis and was not brougnt to hospital for treztment. He said that NL 9
was kept off school for about 2 to 3 weeks.

aic‘. that he 11s Social Worker NE L about being hit on one
oc ! D 1th a stick but the Social Worker he sazid believed
(1 contacted NI -cvious social worker NL 190 nee
ebout this ellegation. She hat ever told her about being kit
&nc she never saw any signs of either or Martin being punisted inappropriately
while she was visiting them in Nazaret: J.’oc:ge). On another occasion
remembers being hit and having a very sore arm and shoulder. laims that
SR 62 would have used 'anything she could get her hands on' to hit the
children with. occasion he said thzat| i) sot hit with a hosepipe of =
vacuum cleaner, also said trat he remembers being punched on the ncse because
Le didn't want O go to his Irish Dancing classes. Anotier form of puniskment which
describeé to me vividly was being locked in a bathroom all nignt long. He
al50 remembers being put into cold batrs.

= =1 0p
SR 62

BRI =-i ¢ that he remembers when he wss zbout 6 or ? years old going out to a
Terlty NN it- viom he was to be fostered. had bought him a
bike for Christmes and when he brought it back to Nezaretn Lodge it was tsken off
him and he never saw it agzin. 2lso said that the children in the Unit were
threatened that if they misbehsvec tzat the man wno had abducted and murdered a

5
young boy from th them also.

On 3. 4. 85 I interviewe

and a2long wit: his
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poon or slippe ic denies ever having seen Join being hit. When
asked if he ever remembered seein | ENIEEEI it;. viack eyes e said he did - but
tris occurred when nis brothe ' ) ' b '
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OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-PERSONAL
SNB-6144

HIA REF: | ]

NAVE | I |

DATE [ 29 JANUARY 2015 ]

THE INQUIRY INTO HISTORICAL INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE 1922 TO 1995

Witness Statement of

NL 190 _
l, will say as follows:

1 Further to the Panel's request for any additional general information about

Nazareth Lodge, | have nothing further to add.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed

25« 1. 2OUS

Dated
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